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BACKGROUND:
Article 11, Section 28 oftheWashingtonConstitution prohibits enacting any private

orspecial lawsto, among other items, grant corporate powersorprivileges orrelease
obligations ofanymunicipal orother corporation. The WashingtorSupreme Courtas
defined prohibited special legislation— as legislation which operates upon a single
persororentity.—  Conversely, general legislation operates uponall things orpeople
within a class.-The class— affected by general legislation may consist of one
personorcorporation  aslongasthelaw applies toall members oftheclass.—

Chapter 36.90RCW relates totheSouthwestWashingtorFair (the Fair-). The Fair
iscategorized as a countyand district  fair butconsidered an agricultural fair for
funding allocation purposes. The Fair was formerly managed by acommission, which
was abolished by statute in1973. The 1973 statute  transferred administration and
control ofall commissiornobligations tothelLewisCounty Boardof Commissioners
(board) and vesteditle toall Fair property intheboard.

The boardisauthorized toappoint a citizens’ commissionto adviseand assist in
carrying outtheFair. The boardchair isequired toserveasthechair ofthecitizens’
committee.

The boardisalsauthorized toacquire and improvereal property forFair purposes.
Any surplus property may be soldorexchangedaccording tospecified procedures.

According toRCW 35.21.730Jocal governmentsmay by ordinance  orresolution
create public corporations, commissions andauthorities toperform specified functions
and may transfer funds, property orservices tosuchentities.
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SUMMARY:
Provisions regarding management and operation oftheFair arerevised.

As an alternative to appointing a citizens’ committeethe boardmay appoint
designee tofulfill all oftheboard’s obligations withrespect totheFair. The chair of
theboardmay butisnotrequired toserve asthechair ofanycitizens’ committeghat
isappointed.

Fair property isunderthejurisdiction ofLewisCountyand isunderthemanagement

and control oftheboardorits designee. Any exchangeofsurplus Fair property must
be conductedaccording toLewisCountyproperty ~ management regulations.

The definition of employer-samended forpurposesof the Public Employees
Retirement System (PERS)Plandand 1l  toinclude a public corporation, commission
orauthority created by a local governmentpursuant toRCW 35.21.730

FISCAL NOTE: Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill igpassed.



